Figs. 1-3. Neobrachyceraea species. -1, 2, N. elongata, (, holotype; 3, N. obscuripennis, (, lectotype. 1 2 3 black hairs. Head without bristles.
Thorax. -2.8mm wide between the tegulae; black, thinly greyish-white dusted. Scattered strong black hairs on the mesoscutum and a few black bristles dorsally on the katepisternum, otherwise completely without bristles. Wings dark brown-coloured, the brown colouring in cell r 2+3 clearly contrasting with the more transparent cell r 4+5 . Wings completely covered with microtrichia. Halteres yellowish-brown, the base of the scabellum and the tip of the capitulum both light brown; pedicel with scattered short black bristles. Calypters pale to dark brown, the thickened margin of the upper calypter with black bristles. Legs, including trochanters, claws and pulvilli, black; middle and hind tibiae in the apical half obscurely dark yellowish-brown. Legs with short black hairs and with thin grey dusting. Front and middle tibiae apically with a field of denser short black hairs on the anterior surface.
Abdomen. 
Distribution
Oriental Region: Thailand.
Etymology
The species is named for the characteristically elongated abdomen.
Diagnosis
Males may be determined using the key which follows below. The extent to which the key characteristics also apply to females of Neobrachyceraea elongata is not presently known, since only the females of Neobrachyceraea nigrita and Neobrachyceraea obscuripennis are available to us. The females of these two latter species may be identified using the key below. Comments on the nominal species-group taxa Neobrachyceraea obscuripennis (Kröber) Brachyceraea obscuripennis Kröber, 1913: 277-278. Material. -Kröber described the species from 5 syntypes (4 males, 1 female). Three specimens from this material are held in the collection of the Deutsches Entomologisches Institut (): 1 male: (1) 'Kosempo / Formosa V.12 / H. Sauter, 1911 Sauter, ' ['1911 In our opinion there are two species contained within this syntype series, and it is therefore necessary to designate a lectotype. We have designated the male specimen marked as representing the holotype of obscuripennis as lectotype. In the original description of Kröber (1913) the males were described first and the description supplemented with any differing characteristics for the female. Kröber (1937) later segregated the taxon nigrita as a variety of obscuripennis, based on material from China, and the female syntype referred to above can be assigned to this taxon.
Identification key for males of Neobrachyceraea
In addition to these specimens, another example of a female of obscuripennis was available to the present study for examination (V.1910, Formosa [= Taiwan] , Toyenmongai near Tainan, leg. Rolle, coll. ).
Because of the previously inadequate delimitation of Neobrachyceraea obscuripennis from other Neobrachyceraea species, information in the literature concerning the distribution of this species cannot be relied upon. The known distribution of obscuripennis -based on the material available to this study -is therefore presently limited to Taiwan.
Neobrachyceraea nigrita (Kröber) stat. rev.
Neobrachyglossum obscuripennis var. nigrita Kröber, 1937: 98-99.
Kröber described this taxon based on a male from China (Prov. Kiangsi). According to the information given with the original description, the material came from the collection of the 'Stettiner Museum'. The Diptera collection of the Museum für Naturkunde Stettin was integrated into the collection of the Polish Academy of Science, Museum of the Institute of Zoology [] (Horn et al. 1990 ). The type specimen of nigrita presumably never arrived there and its current whereabouts are unknown (Adamczewska in lit.). Possibly Kröber withheld the specimen and it was destroyed with his collection in Hamburg. In any event, the type material of nigrita is presently regarded as lost.
The original description of the taxon was based on five characteristics which segregate it from Neobrachyceraea obscuripennis. In translation these are as follows: (1) 'lower face in the lower part dull white': this characteristic cannot be meaningfully interpreted, as all of the known species have the genae at least partially dusted whitish. (2) 'grooves and keel uniformly brownish-black': this characteristic is variable in all of the available specimens that are currently assigned to nigrita. Variation in the dark coloration of the face and antennal grooves is widespread in many different genera of Conopidae. (3) 'a wide black longitudinal stripe begins above the antennae which grades into the blackish-brown vertex.' In the available material a continuously darkened frons is present in two dusky specimens. These are specimens assigned to Neobrachyceraea nigrita, which have the frons anterior to the ocellar triangle darkened. (4) 'apices of the 2nd and 3rd antennal segments reddishbrown' and (5) '2nd segment of style with small sideprocess': we could not determine any differences in these characteristics that would be suitable for the delimitation of species in the available specimens. Of these five characteristics only the third, which is based on the darkening of the frons, appears to us to be suitable in determining the concept of Neobrachyceraea nigrita which is introduced here.
Chvála & Smith (1988) synonymised the taxon nigrita with Neobrachyceraea obscuripennis. On the basis of the characteristics set out in the identification key given above, however, we propose that Neobrachyceraea nigrita (Kröber, 1937) be recognised as a valid species (stat. rev.).
Material. -In addition to the female syntype (now a paralectotype) of Neobrachyceraea obscuripennis referred to above, the following additional material of Neobrachyceraea nigrita has also been examined: 2 (, 1& (v.1914, Formosa [= Taiwan] , Tao Tsui Kutsu, leg. Sauter, coll.  & Stuke); 1( (China, Canton, leg. Mell, S. V., coll. ); 1( (Calcutta, T: vuo Eklund, coll. ); 1& (5.viii.1959, North-Korea, Myohyang Mts., leg. B. Pisarski & Prószynaki, coll. ; the voucher data given by Bankowska (1997) refers to this specimen); 3(, 1&
